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A Little Food for Your Soul 


By Nickeisha Hudson 

For many of you who 
may or may not know, Febru- 
ary is the month in which Af- 
rican-American/Canadian 
History is celebrated, other- 
wise known as Black History 
Month. 

Being one of the few 
Black students at Redeemer 
has given me the opportunity 
to learn about other cultures, 
especially the Dutch culture 
and I thank God for that. How- 
ever here’s an opportunity for 
my Dutch friends, and others, 
to learn a little about my his- 
tory and culture. 

Most of you notice me, 
and may think, “ummm, well, 
she’s not really dark in com- 
plexion and her eyes are ha- 
zel.” And | agree, I’m not 
your typical chocolate- 
brownie-coloured Black 
woman. [he reasons for that 1s, somew licre 
along my roots, I have Portugese blood 
flowing through my veins. You see, I can’t 
really tell, only God and my ancestors 
know. Now that may sound odd to you 
“how can this girl not know her roots?” 

Simple. One solution my friends... Sla- 
very. You see, slavery didn’t only exist in 
the deep deep Southern part of the United 
States. It existed in Canada, the Carribean 
Islands and even in Africa. Slavery was an 
event in history, like the Holocaust, which 


we hope will not be repeated. For those of 


you who are in the Western Civilization 
class, you should know that slavery was a 
major part of the economy boost for many 
Europeans in the New World. Nevertheless, 
slavery still exists, only in a different form. 
All of us were once slaves of Satan, We were 
all once caught up in the world of sin and 
corruption...for some, it was harder to break 
away than for others. In order for us to be 
completely free, we need to first acknowl- 
edge that there are still things in our lives 
which are hindering our walk with the Lord. 
The Bible says in Romans 12:2 (Kings 
James Version), “And be not conformed to 
this world: but be ye transformed by the re- 
newing of your mind, that ye may prove 
what is [right] ...and acceptable and perfect 
[to the] will of God.” Basically what it’s 
saying is, it’s one thing to live in this world, 
but you don’t have to do the same things 
the world is doing. He has called us to be 
royal princes and princesses, and our bod- 
ies are a temple of the Holy Spirit. There- 
fore the things we say and do to ourselves 

lay not pleasing to God. He can’t live in 
—— Sure, most of the rooms 
‘that house are clean, but we still have 
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testimony is ihat God helped me to release 
a lot of extra baggage so that He could bless 
me. I had carried a lot of anger. Anger 
against my father, anger against my mother, 
men and just about anyone who dared to 


Africa 


Arnica, my Anica 

Anica of proud wOnrions 

Tk Ancestral savannas, 

Anica of whom my grandmother sixgs, 
On the banks of the distant niver 

[ Rave never Prowk you 

But your blood flows in my Veins 

your beautiful black blood 

That imigates the fields 

The blood of your sweat 

The work off your slavery 

The slavery of; youn children. 

Ayynica, tebe me Anica, 

Is this you, this back that is bent, 

This back that breaks 

Under the weight of; humitiation 

This back trembling with ned scans 
Saying ges to the whip uncer the midday sux? 
A gnave voice Answers me. 

Impetuous son, this tree, yourg And strong, 
This tree there in splendid isolation 
Awidst white and faded flowers, 

That is Agnica, your Apnica, 

That grows again, patiently, obstinately 
As it nuit gradually acquires 

The bitter taste of liberty. 


Poem by; David Diop 
“3000 Years of Black Poetry” 


cross my path. I didn’t grow up with my 
father. He left my mom and I when | was 
six months old, in Jamaica. In the first 
couple years of my life, it wasn’t that big of 
a deal not having him around. However, 
when I hit my teens I found that, regardless 
to my mothers advice, I truly needed a 
strong father figure..and | always wanted 
my father to fill that void. When he con- 
stantly neglected to do that, | became an- 
gry, but instead of letting him know, I would 
“bottle” it up inside and sometimes even 
take it out on my loving mother. With all 
that anger built up...something very simple 
triggered it one day, and I exploded. It was 
very scary, for I became someone I didn’t 
know and couldn’t control. I became very 
violent, and started hanging out with a gang. 
I was like a “tiger on the prowl” (that’s what 
my friends use to call me). Anyways, 
through talking to my pastor and my mother, 
I realized that I wanted to be free of this 
thing, and that only God could fill the void 
in my life. My release came, and I instantly 
felt at peace. People used to say it would 
take.a lot to. get me upset..and that’s because 
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[ used to bottle up my anger inside. Now it 
is very hard to make me upset. What I’m 
getting at is, once God changes you, he re- 
ally cleans out that one dirty closet in you 
that you wouldn’t allow him to get into be- 
fore. | thank Him for that release and the 
opportunity to share it with others. I hope 
that this testimony helps you to allow Him 
to clean out that area in your life 

Only you and God know, and He loves 
you so much that he just wants to bless you, 
but he can’t do it fully until you release 
some of the extra “stuff” you’ve been car- 
rying around 

I really hope that you learned some- 
thing about African Heritage as well and 
your personal relationship with the Lord. @ 


Amazing Grace, 
or Kill Karla? 


By Tim Nijenhuis 

What would you do? How would you 
react if you had found your sister or friend 
laying on the floor, beaten to death, al- 
most unrecognizable because of all the 
bloody mess? How would you feel to- 
wards the person that had done that? 
Wouldn't you, besides feeling grief, be ex- 
tremely furious with the person that was 
responsible for it? Wouldn’t you want to 
teach this evil individual a good lesson? 
If you could, wouldn't you want to pun- 
ish him or her? I[sn’t it natural that you 
want revenge, isn’t it your right? 

Yes, it is our right to do this, it is our 
right to kill a convicted murderer, at least 
according to the husband of one of the vic- 
tims that died at the hands of Karla Faye 
Tucker in 1983. It is obvious that the state 
of Texas agrees with him. We have the 
right to use Capital Punishment for hei- 
nous crimes like this, they say. Many 
Christians agree that there are certain 
things people do that can only be paid for 
by death, death of the criminal that is. 
They, and many secular people alike, base 
this on the Bible-verse that speaks about 
an ‘eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth’. 
This phrase is among the most popular 
quotations of Scripture we find in the 
media, According to most death-penalty 


oceshiinial it gives people permission 
from God to practice justice by means of 
killing and execution. But, is this the right 
conclusion? 

The brother of the other murder vic- 
tim called the execution “a pure atrocity” 
and he has tried to get clemency for 
Tucker, Tucker herself realized that what 
she had done was wrong, and that she de- 
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On Sunday the 

Bible is read. On Sunday 
the hymns are sung. On Sun- 
day the minister preaches the 
word. On Sunday the confes- 
sions; the liturgy; the sacra- 
ments; the call to faith. On Mon- 
day the blank stares. 

How do you live life throughout the 
week? Does communion with God end the 
moment you walk out of church? Does 
worship end after chapel is over? 

When Christianity becomes contingent 
on the day of the week, some serious ques- 
tions about the sincerity of our faith become 
inevitable. Christianity involves a quest for 
holiness that makes our faith authentic and 


Co-Editor 


it entails a daily quest for purity that cannot 
be imposed by others. So often, we deny 
God’s existence during the week because 
we forget that He is literally present at all 
times. But a constant awareness of God will 
render us naked in His sight. We have noth- 
ing to hide. A Christianity that is only worn 
at church on Sunday becomes a drab cloak, 
that eventually tells others more about our 


On Sunday... 


nature than if we would just bear all. 

The drab experience of religion that 
incessantly threatens Christian communities 
like Redeemer is usually not rooted in the 
teaching style of our leaders, nor in our col- 
lective experiences of church on Sunday. 


~ More often, it stems from our refusal to face 


God during the week. 

I earnestly want to reconcile Christ’s 
teachings on daily living with His teachings 
on Sunday living. I want to attend a col- 
lege where people are constantly aware that 
God is literally present. But the call to per- 
fection is hard and often abused by the 
legalist’s agenda. 

A typical day at Redeemer does not go 
unnoticed by our Lord. The plight of the 
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Last issue I focused 
my editorial on the seem- 
ing newness of the Re- 
deemer College campus. | 
had forgotten two very im- 
portant changes. First, the 
fridge in the mature student 
lounge. Second, the rise in in- 
ternational students. Thank- 
fully, we covered that in the centrespread, 
but I feel there is more to be said. En- 
glish as a Second Language is a new 
course, designed to help people of other 
countries interact in their new home. 
Looking at the stack of Redeemer pam- 
phlets just outside the CROWN office, | 
notice the incredible variety of eye and 
skin colour among the chosen models. 

In no way do | think this is a bad idea. 
In fact, every university and college 
makes a variety of colours and creeds evi- 
dent on their paraphernalia. It is an easy 
way to show that everyone is welcome in 
this or that learning community, and that 
anyone can benefit from joining that com- 
munity. The only problem J have with the 
portrayed scenes is the fact that everyone 
is wearing jeans (those of us who wear 
jeans only twice a month feel misrepre- 
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sented). 

But sometimes the little changes are 
what cross the line. Reading the applica- 
tion for summer jobs on campus, I looked 
at the requirements of employment. Stu- 
dents are eligible first, then grads, then 
others. Experience counts. Normal stuff. 
But what struck me was the line that didn’t 
make an appearance last year: one half of 
all students hired must be international 
students. It’s right there, on the first page. 
Go get one for yourself. 

If you would look back at the 
centrespread of the last issue of the 
CROWN, you will notice that there are 
only twenty international students from 
outside of North America. I got this list 
of names from admissions, so | assume 
this is correct. So, half the jobs this sum- 
mer will go to 5% of the school popula- 


tion. Hmm. 

Perhaps we can assume that the col- 
lege wishes to continue helping interna- 
tional students cope with this country, and 
can save them the stress of job searching 
elsewhere. Maybe. Or can we assume 
that, in the rush to pull in people from 
other countries, the administration is be- 
ing a little more fair for some people than 
for others? Impossible! Well, some out 
of province prospective students get free 
plane tickets to come and visit Redeemer. 
Does this change in hiring policy stem 
from that? 

I don’t mean to knock any decisions 
made by the board of governors, admis- 
sions, the front office, or whoever makes 
the rules. But I do question such blatant 
discrimination, especially if the reason is 
a selfish one. Already we know of the 
slightly odd hiring practices during the 
school year. | have one of the few on- 
campus jobs a non-OSAP’d person can 
fill, 

What I am saying is this: Redeemer 
is a fine university that can attract poten- 
tial students from all corners of the globe. 
Why should we as a group harm such 
potential? @ 
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college at any given time in 1998 is ne 
merely a human concern, but when we get 
wrapped up in the struggles of daily exist 
ence, God’s presence can go unnoticed and 
each day only becomes a day like the rest. 
My prayer is that every day will become a 
bebe 
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served to die. The reason why she did 
not want to leave this life was so that she 
could be a servant to others in prison. It 
is obvious from all the newspaper items, 
her last words and her peaceful way of 
dying, that she was a sister of us in the 
Lord. It is too bad, she should not have 
been killed. Not because she is a Chris- 
tian, being a Christian does not give you 
special rights and privileges here on earth. 
She should not have been killed simply 
because we don’t have authority over 
someone else’s life. This is the same rea- 
son we are against euthanasia and abor- 
tion. 

By watching the circus going on 
around the prison, we see so clearly that 
Satan had a real good time seeing all this. 
While some were singing “Amazing 
Grace,” others shouted “Kill Karla, Kill 
Karla!” The ones that hated her got their 
way, the ones that loved her had to loose 
her. The people against her rejoiced when 
she died. They finally got their revenge, 


which they consider Justice. “It is mine 
to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 
Anger with the woman is okay, it is a God 
given emotion. But in your anger do not 
sin, get over it before the sun goes down. 
Blessed are the merciful for they will be 
shown mercy. 

God is the creator, the author and 
ruler of life. Since He has created every 
single human in His image, with His bare 
hands, He is extremely angered when 
someone is murdered. To murder is, 
therefore, a very serious sin. Karla Faye 
Tucker committed this sin. Many have 
before her, many will after her. But when 
taking Christ’s teaching about murder into 
account, we will have to realize that we 
are guilty of the same trespass. How of- 
ten do we not insult each other, or, even 
worse, want to hurt each other. If murder 
should be paid for by our own death, we 
should, therefore, all die right now. We 
are all murderers, we should all be pun- 
ished with the death sentence. And we 
will, unless someone else is willing to die 
for us instead. Of course you feel where 


Human Rights 
Now... 


By Ryan Faber 

1998 is a very special year; it is the 
50" anniversary of the Universal Decla- 
ration of Human Rights (UDHR). The 
UDHR is a declaration of the United Na- 
tions which sets out the fundamental 
rights all human beings possess. These 
rights are inalienable to every human be- 
ing. They include such basic rights as: 
the right to life, the right to be free from 
torture or any other cruel treatment, the 
right to a fair and public hearing before a 
independent and impartial tribunal, the 
right to be presumed innocent until proven 
guilty, and the right to be free from arbi- 
trary arrest and detention, just to name a 
few. 

The UDHR was declared by the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the United Nations. 
Even so, there are still numerous coun- 
tries around the world where human rights 
are being trampled by their respective 
governments. The citizens of these coun- 
tries have no protection from the tyranny 
of their government. They cannot look 
to the police for protection; the police are 
often the problem. In response to this dis- 
regard to the UDHR, Amnesty Interna- 
tional was formed. 

Amnesty International (AJ) is a non- 
profit organization working for the imple- 
mentation of the UDHR worldwide. Al 
isa non-partisan group. It does not advo- 
cate one system of government over an- 
other, nor does it advocate religious be- 
liefs. Al encompasses members from ev- 
ery cthnic-national group, religious per- 
suasion, and age group. In the 1980's Al’s 
Canadian Section implemented a youth 
program. This program has become very 
successful and serves as a blueprint for 
other Al sections worldwide. 

The Canadian youth program has 
grown incredibly. Between 1980 and 
1990, this program began more youth Al 
groups than any increase in community 
Al groups over a ten year span, The youth 
program encompasses people between the 
ages of 13-30, focusing on high school 
groups and university campuses. 
Redeemer’s Al campus group is part of 
this youth program. 

On the weekend on January 23-25, 
members of Redeemer’s student group at- 


CROWN 


tended the Amnesty International Cana- 
dian Campus Conference at Queen’s Uni- 
versity in Kingston. The conference was 
attended by approximately 40 people. 
Delegates came from as far as New 
Brunswick and British Columbia, and sev- 
eral brave warriors emerged from the ice 
of Montreal to represent McGill Univer- 
sity. The conference focused on the theme 
of “Human Rights Now”. It was a great 
opportunity to meet members of other 
university groups and exchange ideas on 
campus activism, programs, and funding. 
There were also lectures and seminars on 
various aspects of Al’s work. 

The opening lecture focused on the 
direction Al’s Canadian Section is taking, 
as well as the future work of the youth 
program. There was a rather disturbing 
lecture about torture’s methods and ef- 
fects. Workshops included: the death pen- 
alty, indigenous land rights in North and 
South America, activism, Al’s current 
campaign in Kenya, non-governmental 
organizations and entities, and the situa- 
tion in Guatemala. 

The conference was not only a great 
opportunity for Redeemer’s AI group, but 
was also a great opportunity for Redeemer 
in general. Most who attended the con- 
ference had never heard of Redeemer, and 
were intrigued by the concept of a Chris- 
tian University. Redeemer’s representa- 
tives at the conference were pleased with 
the reception of their Christian beliefs and 
the openness of others to discussing the 
religious basis that the Redeemer mem- 
bers bring to their work for Al. 

It should also be noted that many 
were impressed by the size of Redeemer’s 
Al group. Currently there are 8-10 people 
regularly attending our monthly meetings 
and approximately 15 more who work on 
the letter-writing campaign, This was im- 
pressive to many who have groups of 15 
at schools of 17 000 students. While we 
can be proud of our dedication to the fight 
for human rights, the fight is never over. 
There is always need for more people to 
help out. It is a wonderful way to answer 
God’s call to love our neighbour, both 
here and around the world. Anyone in- 
terested in Al is encouraged to speak with 
Jane Hogeterp or Dr. Payton® 


I am getting at... Jesus died for our sins. 
He was put to death by verdict of God, 
He was punished in our place. 


This photo displays hatred similar to that of a murderer 


Because God has now received his 
payment in the form of Christ’s blood, He 
doesn’t need anything more. Because of 
this, He is willing to forgive us, forgive 
murderers, adulterers, idolaters, slander- 
ers, etc. It does not even make a differ- 
ence, anymore, what it was that we did 
wrong, how big our sin was, or how often 
we broke God’s Law. If you break one 
commandment, you break the whole Law. 
We are all lawbreakers, but we all have a 
spot in heaven that is paid for by God’s 
own Son. Unless we reject the Son, we 
will go there. 

Since man is not the creator of life, 
man cannot decide to end someone’s life. 
Only God is allowed to do that. For a long 
time, I believed that certain criminals defi- 
nitely deserved to be executed. But in the 
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last two years, I’ve changed my opinion. 
One thing has really convinced me about 
the fact that we cannot punish others with 
death, namely the 
rs | story of Jesus and the 
woman that was 
caught in the act of 
adultery; John 8:1- 
11. The Pharisees 
that brought the 
woman before Jesus 
pointed out that it 
was commanded in 
the Law of Moses to 
stone her to death 
Jesus asked the one 
that was without sin 
to throw the first 
stone. Notice that the 
only one that is with- 
out sin, is the one 
saying this. In other 
words, Christ is the 
only one fit to throw the stone. Later when 
all the Pharisees have left, He asks the 
woman if anyone has condemned her. No 
one has, and Jesus does not do it either, 
but instead, forgives her. The only one 
fit to condemn her does not do it. Mercy 
triumphs over Judgement (See James 
2:13). Christ did not come to condemn 
but to save. 

Don’t worry, God will judge all 
people, everybody will receive what he 
or she deserves. But don’t think that we 
are in a position to play God, we are here 
to imitate Christ! So when reflecting on 
all this, on death penalty or no death pen- 
alty, think: What Would Jesus Do?! Ifyou 
think that he would inject the poison, pull 
the lever or the trigger, then make sure 
that you do it also.@ 
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Redeemer College: It’s OUR School 


Why do you go to Redeemer College? For fun, to get your parents off your back, 
to find a spouse? Or do you attend Redeemer because you feel this is where God 
wants you: in a place that proclaims Christ as Saviour and helps you grow in Him? 
Redeemer College can boast having a large amount of student pride, especially 
when considering its small numbers. But small numbers are a big part of 
university life. No educational institution can survive without enough money. 


Redeemer College needs more students in order to accommodate 

those who already attend. Ask yourself why you go to Redeemer 

College, and use those answers to ask others why they DON'T go 
here. We are the school’s best advertisement, so use yourself 


wisely. 


A Matter of Faith 


By Mike Zwiep 

So often, the experience of faith can 
turn into a helix of suspense, oscillating 
between frustration and euphoria, drawing 
us into a vortex that alternates between de- 
feat and elation, indelibly shaping our lives 
until they come spiralling to an end. This 
recurring cycle of disappointment and suc- 
cess has also become the prevailing meta- 
phor of Redeemer College. 

The survival of Redeemer College is 
not just an issue of scholarly interest or 
philosophical rationale, but a concern that 
parallels our own Christian journeys and 
deserves our attention. The current predica- 
ment of Redeemer College should appeal 
to everyone who has experienced the ups 
and downs of faith. Afterall, this place has 
become one of the last academic communi- 
ties in Ontario where the fundamental ques- 
tions of faith and belief can still be asked. 

As a postsecondary institution, Re- 
deemer has arrived at a critical period in its 
history where questions of viability and 
growth have become enduring topics of dis- 
cussion. The dark clouds of financial ne- 
cessity and the pressure to increase enrol- 
ment are looming as the college approaches 


the new century. The plight of Redeemer 
in 1998 provokes some serious misgivings 
about the health of Western Christianity. 


Why is there so little support for a univer- 
sity education that is based on Christian 
principles? Why is it such a struggle for 
the college to gain recognition? Where are 


the students? 

These are disturbing questions that tran- 
scend the admissions department and con- 
front the very fabric of contemporary Chris- 
tianity. These are questions that place 
Redeemer’s enrolment problems squarely 
into the realm of sociology. 

Redeemer College does not exist within 
avoid. Its context is a culture that continu- 
ally marks the decline of Western Christian- 
ity through statistics and religious indiffer- 
ence. Redeemer College exists in a setting 
where provincial regulations continue to 
discriminate against Christian 
postsecondary education, a fact manifested 
by the accreditation issue. 

From this perspective, Redeemer’s very 
existence becomes nothing short of a 
miracle, its presence a remarkable feat of 
endurance and achievement. The state of 
the Western church might be in shambles 
and its plunge into despair might be pulling 
Redeemer down with it, but this only makes 
the presence of a Christian academic com- 
munity that much more necessary. 

It is time for us as students, faculty, and 
staff to look beyond the recurring cycle of 
disappointment and success that so often 
eclipses both our own faith lives and the life 
of our school. It is time to believe that the 
decline of Western Christianity can be re- 
versed. It is time to raise our eyes to the 
Son®. 
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Why I’m Here 


By Mark VanDooren 

Redeemer was not my first choice in 
universities. Initially, I chose the biologi- 
cal engineering program at Guelph Univer- 
sity. I made friends quickly, got involved 
in a lot of extracurricular activities, and en- 
joyed myself immensely. But something 
was missing. God was present on campus, 
as shown among my Christian friends and 
[VCF, but other influences were just as 
strong. The people who accepted me as 
Mark VanDooren most readily were not so 
quick to accept Jesus as their Saviour. With- 
out regret, I had friends that were agnostic, 
atheistic, and cultic. They respected my 
faith, and I had the opportunity to minister 
to them, but the Bible was accepted more 
as my opinion instead of gospel truth. 

After some soul searching and discuss- 
ing my future with my parents, I decided 
on Redeemer College. When I was first vis- 
iting the campus, I was unimpressed with 
Redeemer’s diminutive stature and lack of 
an electron microscope. But when I came 
back for a second look, I realized that class 
size and equipment have little to do with 
the type of teaching and learning that go on 
at any institution, public or private. Every- 
one in God’s creation has a worldview (just 
ask Prof. Goheen), and at Redeemer Col- 
lege, all of these opinions are able to coa- 
lesce. As university students, we seem to 
have a calling to philosophical thought. In 
my experience, such thought in the public 
system allowed only for the chance to ex- 
perience other opinions. The attitudes at Re- 
deemer College allow for these opinions to 
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join as a whole, better understanding. This 
is what university education is about. 

For the last few weeks, Mike Zwiep and 
I have been talking to Wybe Bylsma, a 
member of the Redeemer College Board of 
Governors. He has a very simple idea for 
increased enrollment, the ultimate advertise- 
ment: every student at Redeemer should get 
a friend to enrol. Okay, the possibilities of 
all of us accomplishing such a goal is pretty 
slim. But what if even half of us brought a 
friend to registration day? a quarter of us? 
an eighth? If only an eighth of us managed 
to convince another person to attend Re- 
deemer College, that would mean around 
sixty more students! 

Bylsma’s reasoning behind such a 
scheme is the fact that Redeemer College’s 
best faces cannot be shown in regular ad- 
vertisements. Other universities can list 
their specialities, their winning football 
team, or their extensive library. Let’s be 
honest, our school can’t say such things. But 
we can talk about the friendships made and 
kept. The teachers that help you, not only 
because of the small class sizes, but also 
because they care and wish to help you mold 
your views of your universe around a Chris- 
tian core. The relationship you can form 
with yourself and with your Creator. 

And so | ask you a simple question, do 
you think you are at the university which 
most strongly pushes you to become the best 
you can personally and spiritually? No? 
perhaps you should enrol somewhere else. 
Yes? then don’t you think you should tell 
other people why?@ 


tnrolment Trends 
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ph represents the full-time equivalent enrolment trend. The solid line at top shows 
ie SOO student goal that Redeemer has had since moving to this campus. 
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Christ 
at Mac 


By Mike Zwiep 

Paul Marshall portrayed the plight of 
the persecuted church last week Wednes- 
day when he delivered a speech addressing 
the world wide victimization of Christians. 
The author of the book Their Blood Cries 
Out was at McMaster University as part of 
the “Christ at Mac” events. Dr. Koyzis, Dr. 
Van Dyke, Dr. Bowen and a number of 
Redeemer students were on hand as 
Marshall began his address by pointing out 
that Western Christians should be troubled 
about the suffering and death of any human 
being from any ethnic background. 

“We need to be concerned about all 
God’s children.” he insisted. 

Marshall then commented on the state 
of Christianity in a number of countries 
across the globe, mentioning a number of 
hot spots in the world where persecution is 
particularly intense. China, Egypt, and 
Sudan are just a few countries where the 
church has faced constant oppression. 

Marshall disputed the assumption that 
Christianity was a European phenomena, 
challenging the notions of those who iden- 
tify the church as a Western threat. 

“The church was in Africa before it was 
in Europe.” he stated. “Jesus grew up in 
Egypt. The church was in India before it 
was in England. It was in China before. it 
was in North America. Christianity spread 
throughout the world, but in many places it 
has been wiped out. There is a danger that 
this will happen again.” 

Marshall’s address also treated the in- 
credible growth of Christianity in China, in 
Central Asia, and Western Africa. This is 
proving to be a threat for Communist gov- 
ernments and Islamic regimes. 

“The church in China is the fastest 
growing church ever in history.” noted 
Marshall. “This is why it is scaring the 
Chinese authorities.” 

The political scientist from the Institute 
of Christian Studies suggested that the cor- 
relation between the growth of the church 
and the development of pluralism seemed 
to have a historical basis. 

“Christianity, as a religious force, has 
often led to more open societies.” he re- 
marked, 

Marshall refrained from making any 
generalizations about the correlations be- 
tween Christianity and democracy, but he 
did point out that a belief system which re- 
fuses to place its final authority in the state 
inevitably poses a threat. “You cannot un- 
derstand contemporary politics without un- 
derstanding religious factors.” he added. 

The address ended with a number of 
suggestions. Marshall emphasized a re- 
sponse of prayer first, noting that most per- 
secuted Christians simply desire the recog- 
nition and spiritual support of the Western 
church. Secondly, Marshall expressed how 
the plight of the persecuted church demands 
publicity, The distribution of facts is es- 
sential, Finally, Marshall appealed to stu- 
dents to respond to the worldwide victim- 
ization of Christians in the way that they 
studied. The key for powerful change, he 
stressed, lies in the hands of informed Chris- 
tians who care enough to affect their 
world.@ 
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It is good to praise 
the Lord! This is why 
He made us, to glorify 
Him. Can you imagine, 
you were made for the 
glory of the Lord? It is hard 
for us to live up to this. It is 
hard to glorify God in all our 
words and deeds. The more we realize this 
though, the more we understand how great 
God is for looking after us, never leaving 
us, forgiving us and renewing us. He who 
made everything, He who is bigger than the 
universe, looks after me, knit me in my 
mother’s womb, He has counted the hairs 
on my head. 

He is my Saviour, He leads me, He is 
my Shepherd. Praise Him! He quenches 
my thirst, provides me with food and shel- 
ter. He gives me His Spirit, He renews me. 
Why? I do not understand, the more I real- 
ize how little and weak I am, the greater He 
looks. The more I realize my sinfulness and 


| Here are 150 reasons to praise God, one 
| found in each Psalm: 


t 1: Praise God for watching over me. 
t 2: Praise God for being my Father and ac- 


, cepting me as His son. 
‘ 3: Praise God for being a shield around me. 


4: Praise God for giving me peace. 
5: Praise God for hearing my prayers. 
6: Praise God for hearing my weeping. 
I 7: Praise God for His righteousness. 
I 8: Praise God for His majesty. 
I 9: Praise God for judging the world in righ- 
I tcousness. 
| 10: Praise God for being a helper to the af- 
|| flicted and the fatherless. 
J 11: Praise God for being my refuge. 
y 12: Praise God for protecting me forever 
against evil. 
| 13: Praise God for His unfailing love. 
14: Praise God for being right here with me. 
ck ag God for allowing us to be near 


a Biel God for instructing me. 

17: Praise God for considering me the apple 
i of His eye. 

I 18: Praise God for being my Rock. 

I 19: Praise God for His beautiful creation. 


I 20: Praise God for His faithfulness. 

| 21: Praise God for His strength. 

|| 22: Praise God for being my God before I 

| was born. 

| 23: Praise God for being my Shepherd who 
leads me. 

r 24: Praise God for blessing me. 
25: Praise God for His great mercy. 

r 26: Praise God for His wonderful deeds. 
27: Praise God for being my light and my 

. salvation. 

i 28: Praise God for giving me strength. 
29: Praise God for His awesome power. 
30: Praise God for lifting me out of the 

I depths. 

I 31: Praise God for being my fortress. 

I 32: Praise God for being my hiding place. 

| 33: Praise God for His Word. 

| 34: Praise God for being close to the bro- 

f kenhearted. 

g 35: Praise God who delights in the well-be- 
ing of His servant. 

k 36: Praise God for preserving both man and 

i beast. 

, 37: Praise God for being a stronghold in 


Praise the Lord! 


Tina 
Wijenhuis 


Page Editor 


uselessness, the more I am baffled by His 
goodness, His forgiveness, His generosity. 
He sacrificed His only Son, for me, for you. 
Praise Him, thank Him! 

It is good to praise the Lord, He de- 
serves our praise, He deserves all that we 
are, He deserves more, lots more. I am look- 
ing forward to being with Him in His new 
Kingdom, because all we will do there is 
give Him glory. All we will do is worship 
Him and finally we will be able to do it in 
full harmony and unity with each other, in 
perfection. For now I want to be like David, 
I want to rejoice in God all the days of my 
life. Praise Him no matter what troubles I 


might be in. I don’t want to stop praising 
Him, giving Him glory, lifting Him up. 

I hope this is your desire too. I hope 
you realize why you are here, | hope you 
will pray for improvement in your worship. 
Worship God only, serve Him only, this is 
how you can praise Him. Don’t just praise 
God with your mouth, and not just your 
heart. Praise God by loving others, serving 
others. If it is your desire to worship God 
better, pray more, give more, sacrifice more. 
Get rid of all worldliness, don’t let anything 
get in the way of your worship. Worship is 
more than being in church on Sunday, wor- 
ship is more than prayer and Bible-study. 
Worship is something you do with every 
step you take, every move you make, every 
breath you take. 

Since God created everything to His 
glory, use everything to His glory. Don’t 
let them tell you that you can’t praise God 
with your body, why do you think it is made 
the way it is? Don’t let them tell you that 


150 reasons to Praise God 


times of trouble. 

38: Praise God for forgiving my sins. 

39: Praise God for giving me hope. 

40: Praise God for putting a new song in my 
mouth. 

41: Praise God for being my everlasting God. 
42: Praise God for quenching my thirst. 

43: Praise God for being my Saviour. 


God. 

45: Praise God for being Just. 

46: Praise God for taking away my fears. 

47: Praise God for ruling over all. 

48: Praise God for being our everlasting guide, 
49: Praise God for saving me from the grave. 
50: Praise God for His might and beauty. 

51: Praise God for renewing me. 

52: Praise God for His good Name. 

53: Praise God for restoring the fortunes of 
His people. 

54: Praise God for giving me triumph over 
my enemies. 

55: Praise God for never letting me fall. 

56: Praise God for delivering me from death 
and my feet from stumbling. 

57: Praise God for fulfilling His purpose for 
me. 

58: Praise God for destroying evil. 

59: Praise God for being my Strength. 

60: Praise God for leading us into victory. 
61: Praise God for being a strong tower for 
me. 

62: Praise God for giving me rest. 

63: Praise God for satisfying me. 

64: Praise God for listening to my complaint. 
65: Praise God for filling us with the good 
things of His house. 

66: Praise God for testing me, refining me like 
silver. 

67: Praise God for ruling the nations justly. 
68: Praise God for He is awesome. 

69: Praise God for His goodness. 

70: Praise God for being my help and my de- 
liverer. 

71: Praise God for being close to me. 

72: Praise God for His marvelous deeds. 

73: Praise God for being the strength of my 
heart. 

74: Praise God for defending me. 

75: Praise God for He upholds the earth. 

76: Praise God for His great Name. 

77: Praise God for His holy ways. 

78: Praise God for making me His servant. 


79: Praise God for making Himself known to 
me. 

80: Praise God for letting His face shine upon 
us. | 

81: Praise God for remoying the burdens of 
my shoulders. 

82: Praise God for rescuing the weak and 


44: Praise God for being my King and:my » 8 i a ise God for putting the enemy 


85: Pris Rolfe vee my sins, 

86: Praise God for guarding my life. 

87: Praise God for giving me music. 

88: Praise God for raising the dead. 

89: Praise God for keeping His promises, 

90: Praise God for being my dwelling place. 
91: Praise God for being my shelter. 

92: Praise God for making me glad. 

93: Praise God for being a firm foundation, 
94: Praise God for supporting me. 

95: Praise God for making us. 

96: Praise God for His splendor and majesty. 
97: Praise God for putting all idols to shame. 
98: Praise God for making His salvation 
known to me, 

99: Praise God for He is Holy. 

100: Praise God for giving us joyful songs. 
101: Praise God for making us sing. 

102: Praise God for His compassion. 

103: Praise God for not treating us according 
to our sins. 

104: Praise God for being in full control of 
creation, 

105: Praise God for the miracles He does for 
his people. 

106: Praise God for gathering us from all na- 
tions, 

107: Praise God for He is Good. 

108: Praise God making me worthwhile. 
109: Praise God for not remaining silent. 
110: Praise God for never changing your mind. 
111: Praise God for providing us with food 
every day. 

112: Praise God for giving us security. 

113: Praise God for raising the poor from the 
dust. 

114: Praise God for making us His people. 
115: Praise God for remembering us. 

116: Praise God for considering us precious. 
117: Praise God for His enduring faithfulness. 
118: Praise God for setting us free. 

119: Praise God for His Law. 

120: Praise God for taking away my distress. 


you have to sing with guitars and drums and 
so on. Don’t let them tell you that only or- 
gans and certain books are the only media 
out there to make music for God, Don’t let 
them fool you, just Praise Him. Praise Him 
all the time, no matter how the Holy Spirit 
leads you. As long as you know you are 
worshiping God in Spirit and in Truth you 
know that you're praising Him the right 
way. Please let us stop arguing which form 
of worship is better than the other. Rather 
spend your time and energy to actually wor- 
ship. Stop being concerned with foolish 
talk, on TV, radio and Internet. Flee from 
all useless and immoral things. Just get rid 
of this stuff, stop wasting your time with 
senselessness. Use your time serving and 
glorifying God, your Maker. Worship Him, 
praise Him, doing this will benefit God, your 
neighbour and yourself. Make your lifestyle 
one of worship and praise, use your time 
for what God intended it. Praise God with- 
out end,@ 


— ee  teae  e 


128: Pie Ge 4 WaT pte I 
129: ee ae 


the cords of the wicked. 

130: Paice oe ineneetae aes | 
mysins. 7 
131: Praise God for humbling me. ae, | 
132: Praise God for clothing our enemies J 
with shame. _ | 
133: Praise God for giving unity. coal 
134: Frais Cod gene ee 
eo 1 


135: Praise God for calling me Hii posses- y 
sion. 

136: Praise God for His love endures fof 
ever. 

137: Praise God for going to destroy Satan. I 
138: Praise God for exalting His Name and 4 
His Word above all things. 

139: Prins Gos fx teateon geeigaai! 
ing me. 

140: Praise God for shielding ny head inf 
the day of battle, 

141: Praise God for giving me safety. — 

142; Pas od fr bag cone wh 


me whe his all alone. 


148: Praise God for creating, ry 
His glory. Re ae al 
149: Ps Gor aking tight in a | 
people. a | 
150: Praise God for His acts ofpower. 
Let veething tat ee ee 
Lord. Praise the Lord. @ 
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The Arts 


Friday, February 6 


UP AND 
COMING 
ARTS EVENTS: 


February 13- 
March 7 
Alumni 


Artist Exhibit: 
Andrea 
VanderKooij 
Jonathan Weverink 
Alan Groombridge 


Date in March 
to be 
Announced 
Student Art Exhibit 
March 4 
Student Music 
Recital: 
Susan Guichelaar 
Karen Wallace 
Anita Luth 


March G 
Evening with 
Redeemer 
Hamilton Area 
Rally with 
Concert Choir 


March 19-21 
Black Box Players 
Production 
March 31-April 4 
MAINSTAGE 
HOME RUN: 
Stranger 
in the Land 


Nudity in Art? 


By Amanda Wilms 
Is nudity in art acceptable from a 
Christian standpoint? 


In the beginning... God created Adam 
and Eve. He created them without cloth- 
ing. After they disobeyed (ate from the 
tree of knowledge), Adam 
and Eve realized they were 
naked, and were ashamed. 
God gave them “clothing” 
(garments of skin) to cover 
their nakedness (shame). 
Therefore, one can see 
clothing as a result of sin. 

So then, by allowing 
nudity in art, and by con- 
doning it, do we deny the 
sinful nature of man? Do 
we deny our shame? On 
the other hand, by refusing 
to accept nudity, do we 
deny the goodness and 
beauty of God’s creation? 
Does it please God to cover 
up what He made? Should 
nudity embarrass us, does 
Our Creator require us to be 
ashamed of our naked bod- 
ies? 

For example, does it fit 
a Christian system of eth- 
ics for us to accept nudity 
in art, but at the same time 
oppose the “right” of 
women to go topless in 
public? How can we jus- 
tify one and not the other? 

In his essay, “Between 
Clothing and Nudity” 
(Fragments for a History of 


the Human Body Part 2, 
1989), Mario Perniola 


states that wearing clothing 
is what makes us human, it 
separates us from the ani- 
mals. By portraying nudes 
do we bring ourselves to an 
animalistic level of being? 

Perniola also tells us about other views 
of nudity, for example, the Greek view: 
“For [the Greeks] nudity was not a matter 
of shame, ridicule or dishonour. Rather, 
nudity assumed a paradigmatic signifi- 
cance that involved clarity of vision (an 
aspect of Greek religious experience) with 
an athletic perspective (aristocratic in ori- 
gin) that viewed victory and its glorious 
celebration as an end to be most energeti- 


cally pursued.” 

For Michelangelo, the nude was a ba- 
sic form or structure, on which all other 
art, including architecture, should be based. 
He believed that one must perfect the rep- 
resentation of the nude before attempting 
any other art. Art of the Renaissance con- 


centrated on finding balance, regularity, 
and beauty, and used the nude as a starting 
point for these things. Michelangelo be- 
lieved that by seeking beauty in creation 
and representing this in his art, he was get- 
ting as good a glimpse of Paradise as it is 
possible to have on this earth. 

An important point which must be 
made is that there is a difference between 
nudity and nakedness, When one is na- 
ked, one tends to feel vulnerable and, of- 


ten, violated, whereas depictions of nudes 
are celebrations of the human figure. Says 
Kenneth Clark, “To be naked is to be de- 
prived of our clothes, and the word implies 
some of the embarrassment most of us feel 
in that condition. The word ‘nude,’ on the 
other hand, carries, in educated usage, no 
uncomfortable over- 
tone. The vague im- 
age it projects into 


the mind is not that of 
a huddled and 
defenceless body, 
but of a balanced, 


prosperous, and con- 
fident body: the body 
re-formed. In fact, 
the word [nude] was 
forced into our vo- 
cabulary by critics of 
the early eighteenth 
century to persuade 
the artless islanders 
that, in countries 
where painting and 
sculpture were prac- 
ticed and valued 
asthey should be, the 
naked human body 
was the central sub- 
ject of art.” 

What is the pur- 
pose of nudity in art? 
For myself, it is a cel- 
ebration of the 
beauty of God’s cre- 
ation and the unique- 
ness of the human 
race, as well as a 
study of balance and 
harmony. Nude por- 
traits can be thought 
of as sensual. How- 
ever, a newly opened 
rose with the dew of 
dawn still resting on 
its petals can also be 
considered sensual. 
There is a difference between erotic and 
pornographic depictions of the unclothed 
human body. 

As long as we can discern pornogra- 
phy from celebration, the nude should be 
a form that artists use, possibly in the way 
Michelangelo suggested, as a basic con- 
struct for other art forms. Ultimately, the 
beauty of nudity is part of God’s good cre- 
ation, a part which we should recognize 
rather than reject.@ 


Seventy Times Seven 


By Dawn Gunby 

The topic of Alicia Molenhuis’ Seventy 
x Seven is all too real to Christians. For- 
giveness is offered to us over and over by 
our God -- but how often do we offer it, 
really offer it to others around us? In her 
artist’s statement, Molenhuis notes that 
“something as simple and good as the vir- 
tue of forgiveness can seem like such a ba- 
sic moral truism when heard from the com- 
fort of the pew or even when it rolls out of 
our own mouths as we teach others how 
good and right it is to forgive”. But some- 
times we forget our own responsibility to 
forgive and forgive and forgive.... 

In this sequence of seventy prints 
Molenhuis reveals a cycle of brokenness, 
promises, servitude and most importantly, 
forgiveness. The cycle repeats, the story in 


seven prints which repeat ten times. The 
repetition suggests the innumerable times 
which we are called upon to forgive friends, 
loved ones, even strangers. God’s grace 
cannot be numbered, so can we limit our 
forgiveness of others? It is the cycle which, 
to me, also reveals humanity’s inherent sin- 
fulness which is the cause of all brokenness; 
we break God's heart every day, but his love 
is apparent because he continuously offers 
us his gift: grace. 

The seven boxes reflect this same con- 
cept. The exterior of the boxes reveal the 
same pleasant images of the prints, but in- 
side are images of death, brokenness, sad- 
ness. Yet, the contents of the seventh box 
is inaccessible. Molenhuis says, “it is then 
up to the individual to decide to forgive the 
first six boxes for the disappointment and 


expect something positive despite previous 
events or, rather, to not forgive and instead 
simply expect the same negativity as has 
been offered in the past’. I also like to think 
of the last box as hope; hope for something 
good to be inside, something precious, 
something beautiful which will soon be re- 
vealed or is being revealed to us right now. 

Forgiveness how many times? We ask 
this question of God all the time. God’s 
answer is clear as we look to his Son. Sev- 
enty x Seven. | love to say: art belongs to 
human life. It does. It is what makes us 
different from the animals. This is a por- 
trayal of human nature, of brokenness. Also, 
it is a lesson to be taught but sometimes we 
forget to that it is our own most important 
lesson to learn. @ 
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SPRING BREAK ‘98 


Friday, February 6 


IN DAYTONA BEACH OR PANAMA 
CITY BEACH FROM $139 U-DRIVE, 
$269 WITH BUS. SOUTH PADRE 
ISLAND FROM $150 U-DRIVE, $339 
WITH BUS. SOUTH BEACH/MIAMI 
FROM $219 U-DRIVE, $399 WITH 
BUS. CANCUN FROM $799. 


Corina 


| 
Maclean | 


Page Editor 


FOR MORE INFO, CALL CHRIS AT 
318-1102 


a7 KAA cWALS TO b® 5 bees Oe: 


professor? 


WWE SRIVINA: : Chiang? Of course! 


Well, shout it loud shout 
1. Vary your vehicle's speed inversely with the speed limit. ieciear, an d J oin the 
2. Roll down your windows and blast talk radio, Attempt to headbang. MR S x C HI AN G F AN 


3. At stop lights, eye the person in the next car suspiciously, and, with a look of CLUB. Meeting times 
fear, | doors. e 
ea to be determined. 


4. Two words: Chicken suit. For more information 
5. Write the words “Help me” on your back window in red-paint. Themoreit call Ben Ge sch , Aunt 


looks like blood, the better. 3 é 
Betty or Auntie Marilyn. 


6. Have conversations, looking periodically at the passenger seat, when driving 
alone. AP all 


‘ 
: 
i 


7, Laugh a lot. A whole lot. 
8. Stop at the green lights. 
9. Go at the red ones. 


10. Occasionally wave a stuffed animal/troll doll/ Barbie out your window or 
sunroof. Feel free to make it dance. 


11. Eat food that requires silverware. 
12. Pass cars, then drive very slowly. 
13. Sing without having the radio on. 
14. Honk frequently without motivation. 


15. Wave at people often. If they wave back, offer an angry look and an obscene 
gesture. 


16, Ask people for Grey Poupon. 

17. Let pedestrians know who’s boss. 

18. Look behind you frequently, with a very paranoid look. 
19. Restart you car at every stop light. 


20. Hang numerous car-fresheners in the rear-view mirror. Talk to them, stroking 
them lovingly. 


21. Lob burning things in the windows of smokers who throw their butts out the 
window. 


23. Root (cheer, not snuffle in the mud) for firetrucks, 
24. Stop and collect road kill. 

25. Stop and pray to road kill. 

26. Throw Spam. 


27. Get in the fast lane and gradually . . slow. ..down. ., to a stop, then get out and 


i Ps, 4, ero | “ . : 
APPROVED AUTO J} ‘PITC 
22. Keep at least five cats in the car. —c Aaah. ae 
— { Sa ’ 


Quotations 


te 
os 


“nan extension on yl 
port ‘till Friday. Please, I'm dead ser 


ous.” 
“No, you're just dead.” 


and Dr. Chiang 


“Teaching yourself Hebrew is like 
trying to bite yourself in the forehead.” 


Prof, Payton 
commenting on Prof. Wolt 


“Back then women didn’t use di 
phragms. . .oh now I’m blushing!” 


~-Prof, Jenni) 


Chiang 


“Ah, it’s justa kid. They’re Dutch, 
they’ ll have another one.” 


--Prof. Louter 


“I’m just rambling on because it’s 
part of my notes” 


--Dr. Chiang 


“Eh..., what’s that thing called 
again?... Oh yeah!, Trinity!” 


-Jason Pluim |. 


Doug Kloet 


| Rob Brouwer 


watch the cars. Throw Spam at them.@ 648-4 1 1 3 
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